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WARTIME POWER INTERRUPTIONS may be shortened 
by a new line of self-contained cable-fault-reduction sets 
now offered by G.E. The set consists of thyratron recti- 
fier, control, motor-driven interrupter, and current- 
limiting reactor, all enclosed in a metal housing. It first 
reduces the resistance of the fault to satisfactory value, 
and then transmits a ‘“‘tracer’’ current which can be 
easily recognized by traversing the cable with the port- 
able field set. For average faults, this ‘direct’? method 
requires less time than other popular methods of fault 
detection. 


TRANSFORMER CAPACITY can be boosted safely 25 per 
cent or more above the rated level, by adding a new 
forced-oil, forced-air cooling system developed by G-E 
engineers. Very little critical material is required for this 
system. As installed by one electric-service company, 
the additional rating was obtained for less than $1.00 
per kva. 


ELECTROLYTIC TINPLATING, a process which can save 
60 per cent of tin as compared with conventional ‘thot 
dip’? methods, is being rapidly expanded to stretch 
America’s supply. Contributing greatly to the efficiency 
of the process are G.E.’s new, heavy-duty, copper-oxide 
rectifier units (above), and new amplidyne regulators 
which proportion tinplating current to strip speed. 


RADIOGRAPHS OF STEEL CASTINGS and other heavy 
metal sections exceeding 8 inches in thickness will become 
possible with the completion of G.E.’s new 100,000,000- 
volt unit for generating X-rays and high-speed electrons 
Eight inches of steel is the limit of present million-volt, 
industrial X-ray units. With this new “induction electron 
accelerator,” the practicality of radiographic inspection 
of even heavier sections can be investigated. 


INCREASED FLEXIBILITY in the use of arc- welding 
equipment built to employ thyratron-controlled coile¢ 
electrodes is made possible by a new G-E welding-heat 
adapter. It permits a rapid changeover to the use 0! 
heavily coated stick electrodes, which may be mort 
desirable for certain types of work. 


YOUR ENGINEERS serving industry and_ othe! 
users of electric energy have an important wa! 
job to do in helping to make the most of ou 
power resources. Electrical ideas such as thes¢ 
though sometimes minor in themselves, can adc 
up BIG when widely applied—frequently sav 
ing energy, man power, and critical materials. 
General Electric is ready to assist in the cause 
conservation by supplying further informatio: 
or application aid wherever better electrica 
utilization can help to win the war. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, SCHENECTADY, aw YORK 
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OPA Defines Rules on 


Rate Increase Notification 


Procedural Regulation No. 11, effective November 12, denotes class 


of consumers affected and time and manner proposed 


increases must be filed with price agency 


General utility rate increases 
those which affect a class of consum- 
ers as distinguished from increases 
chargeable to particular customers un- 
der special arrangements, Price Ad- 
ministrator Henderson has _ ruled 
(ELectricaL Wortp, October 31, 1942, 
page 85: October 10, page 3). 

The definition was included in Pro- 
cedural Regulation 11, effective Novem- 
ber 12, defining the manner in which 
notification of proposed general rate 
increases must be given the Office of 
Price Administration. Such notifica- 
tion is required by the Anti-Inflation 
Act of October 2. 


are 


Filing Date Set 


In addition to defining general rate 
increases, Henderson ruled that notifi- 
cation of any proposed increase which 
requires approval by any regulatory 
body must be given OPA’s Transporta- 


tion and Utilities Division at Wash- 
ington on or before the date such 
authority is sought from the local 


hedy. Such notice also must contain 
written 


permission for OPA to inter- 
vene, 
Othe: onditions of Procedural Reg- 


ulation 1] 
with OP i: 


require that utilities file 


comparison of existing and proposed 
rates, classes of consumers affected and 
numerical size of each class, community 
or territory affected, and an estimate 
of probably sales and revenue for the 
first year of operation under proposed 
rates. 

Also to be furnished OPA are de- 
tailed the two 
calendar years preceding the rate boost 
and an income statement for all the 
current year that is available, balance 
sheets as of the end of the year pre- 
ceding filing and as of the latest avail- 
able date, statement of federal income 
taxes paid during the calendar year 
1939 and for each calendar year there- 
after including the current year, and, 
if available, a statement showing the 
original cost of facilities used to fur- 
nish the service for which rate increases 


income statements of 


are proposed. 

Meanwhile, the District of Colum- 
bia’s Public Utility Commission denied 
OPA’s for 


a petition to allow it to raise new issues 


request reconsideration of 


in the Washington Gas Light Case, 
into which it intervened October 19, 
(ELectricAL Wortp, November 14, 


1942, page 83). Along with the denial 
of OPA’s request for reconsideration, 
the PUC denied two similar requests, 
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allowed to examine 


should be 
issue which enters into rate making in 
its attempt to head off inflation by 
means of price control. OPA is con- 
sidered certain to appeal the issue to 
the U. S. Court for the district. 


every 


Repairs Given 
AA-1 Rating 


Ending a long internal dispute be- 
tween the civilian and military forces, 
WPB has authorized the top 
rating of AA-1 for essential repair and 
maintenance. The policy will become 
effective in allocation of materials for 
the first quarter of 1943. Until now, 
AA-1 ratings have been reserved for 
military items except where the Army 
or Navy concurred in its use for other 


use of 


purposes. 

The AA-1 is to be available not only 
for war industry operations, but also 
for essential civilian production. The 
WPB determination lists productive fa- 
cilities, utilities, housing and consum- 
ers’ durable goods as eligible for the 
rating. 

Not all repair or maintenance mate- 
rial necessarily is to get the top rating. 
It is expected that, as has been the 
policy in Order P-46 for the last two 
quarters, only a portion of authorized 
maintenance operations will be given 


priority rating equal to the most 
urgent military items, while the rest 


will be kept at a lower rating level 

which can be increased if necessary. 
The broad scope of the determina- 

tion, however. indicates that some ma- 


one made by OPA on behalf of Eco- terial will be made available on top 
AL Copy of each application or peti- nomic Czar Byrnes, the other pre- ratings for repair parts for some house- 
tion subimitted to a local regulatory sented by officers and members of hold appliances. The Office of Civilian 
agency support of a proposed rate Washington civic organizations. Supply. as well as other WPB units, 
boost. The denials opened the way for OPA is known to be working toward a 
9) » 4 . . . . . . . . 
¢. Reason for the proposed increase, to test in court its contention that it determination of what appliances are 
SD 
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STEEL RISES—Frame of Boston Edison’s new steam plant (at present known as Sta- 

tion No. 200) on the Mystic River takes shape with 125-ton electric crane in place in 

power house (left), where the initial 50,000-kw. unit will be located. At the right is the 
steelwork of a switch house which forms a major part of this development 


essential and what aren't, with 
the idea of more adequately meeting 
the materials requirements for keeping 
essential items in working condition. 
Such appliances as refrigerators, ranges 
and irons are likely to be listed in the 
preferred with waffle irons, 
sandwich grills and similar items ex- 
pected to be on the non-preferred lists. 


ones 


groups, 


WPB to Seize 
Big Copper Stocks 


The War Production Board warned 
industry last week that it is prepared to 
requisition some 64,000,000 pounds of 
copper held in “idle and excessive” 
inventories. C. R. Baxter, chief of the 
materials distribution branch of WPB, 
was responsible for the statement, 
which was issued at the offices of the 
Copper Recovery Corporation in New 
York City. 

Reports from 80,000 business con- 
said, revealed 200.- 
000,000 pounds of copper and copper 


cerns, the report 
base alloy products in idle inventories. 
About 125,000,000 pounds of this total 
has been voluntarily offered for sale 
and 93,000,000 approxi- 
mately 75 percent, has already been al- 
located for war production. Of the total 
copper offered for sale, Col. Baxter 
said, 26,800,000 pounds so far was 
moved in existing form to war use by 
direct sales under PR 13; 17,800,000 
pounds was reported and allocated as 
scrap, 44,555,000 pounds was allocated 


pounds, or 


4 (1704) 


to brass mills and ingot makers for 
remelting and 3,632,000 pounds was 
authorized for retention by holders for 
war orders. 

Some 15,000 holders of 64,000,000 
pounds of copper in idle inventories, 
however, so far have declined to yield 
the metal to the government and are 
being compelled to sell under 
requisitioning orders. 

“We are glad to repeat that the ma- 
jority of holders are giving the program 
their full and complete cooperation,” 
Col. Baxter said. “It is our desire to 
keep this program on a voluntary basis. 
However, we shall institute requisition- 
ing actions in all instances where ma- 
terials are vital for war use and holders 
refuse to sell.” 


now 


American Would Buy 
Its Own Bonds 


The SEC has set November 24 for a 
hearing on a proposal by the American 
Power & Light Co., an Electric Bond & 
Share subsidiary, to buy in the open 
market $10,000,000 of its 6 percent 
gold debenture bonds, due 2016, and 
6 percent series A gold debenture 
bonds, due 2022, of its subsidiary, the 
Southwestern Power & Light Co. The 
offer would be open for six months. If 
at the end of that time there remains as 
much as $200,000 unexpended out of the 
total, the applicant proposes to call for 
tenders for sale to it at prices not ex- 
ceeding principal amount, exclusive of 
interest. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Two PLANTS OF THE General Cable 
Corp., at Perth Amboy, N. J.. and 
Rome, N. Y., held ceremonies last week 
in connection with the presentation of 
Army-Navy “E” awards for excellence 
in war production. At the Perth Amboy 
ceremony, held on November 17, D. R. 
G. Palmer, president, accepted the 
award on behalf of the company. John 
B. Kennedy acted as master of cere. 
monies and the presentation was made 
by Brig.-Gen. A. A. Farmer and Rear 
Admiral H. L. Brinser. Arthur Taylor 


represented the employees. 


REA’s 800 coopeRATIvEs and 1,000,- 
000 farm members have been enlisted 
in the National Scrap Harvest program 
of the American Industries Salvage 
Committee. Approximately 2,000 trucks 
used for maintenance and repair work 
by the coops will be pressed into serv- 
ice to aid in the drive. 


A CRITICAL POWER SHORTAGE in a staie 
of Washington military district has been 
relieved through energization of a 17- 
mile, 115,000-volt transmission line and 
important substation six weeks ahead 
of time, according to Dr. Paul J. Raver, 
Bonneville power administrator. 


NATIONAL BuREAU OF STANDARDS 
has drawn up a Recommended Com- 
mercial Standard for commercial elec- 
tric refrigeration condensing units and 
is circulating it to the industry for 
written acceptance, according to I. J. 
Fairchild, chief, division of trade 
standards, 


WASHINGTON WaTER Power’s scrap 
campaign has resulted in a total of 
2,324,240 pounds being collected 
throughout the company’s system, J. E. 
toyer, vice-president and general man- 
ager, announced recently. The scrap 
included steel, cast iron, lead, copper, 
brass, aluminum, zinc, rubber, canvas 
and rope. Some 30 tons of the scrap at 
the Oroville power station will have 
to wait for snow to skid the heavy 
pieces of machinery up the steep hill 
leading from the plant. 


Mississipp1 Power & Licut Co. has 
completed a directory of jobbers and 
distributors serving their territory, 4 
a guide to appliance repair dealers 
seeking repair parts. 


CLOGGING OF A COAL CONVEYOR at the 
Martins Ferry (Ohio) municipal light 
plant caused an unscheduled blackout 
on the night of October 31 for six hours 
which interrupted Halloween celebra- 
tions and made idle more than 1,500 
men at war work plants. 
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Ph ix Utility Co., w disallowed by 
Eberstadt to Boss CMP chaagpoetraces Haggai mn. 


profits.” Reductions in Bond & Share 


: WPB R > ti charges to Inland Power & Light for 
hal eorganiza 10n engineering and other services, resulted 


in total disallowances of $77,977 in 


Power division remains intact, but is grouped with five other branches = Bond & Share billings to Inland for the 
in newly formed Construction and Utilities Bureau — Krug project. 


The order directs the following dis- 


heads Distribution Bureau under Eberstadt position of the $488,222 disallowances: 


WPB’s latest reorganization makes 
Ferdinand Eberstadt, the former execu- 
tive secretary of the Army-Navy Muni- 
tions Board, boss over all war program 
determinations and plant construction 
and over allocation of materials—second 
in responsibility and authority only to 
Donald Nelson. 

As Vice-Chairman for Program De- 
termination, Eberstadt is boss over all 
except a handful of the WPB industry 
and commodity branches, now officially 
renamed divisions. As chairman of the 
WPB Requirements Committee, he is in 
charge of materials allocations and the 
new Controlled Materials Plan. As 
chairman of the Facilities Clearance 
Board. he supervises all construction 
of war plant. 


Power Division Intact 


The Power Division, under acting 
Chief Herbert S. Marks, remains intact 
in the reorganization, but is grouped 
with five other former branches in the 
newly created Construction and Utili- 
ties Bureau headed by John Hall, 
former vice-president of American Ra- 
diator and Standard Sanitary Corp. 
and more recently a special assistant 
to WPB> Vice-Chairman James _ 5S. 
Knowlson. 

Other all former branches have been 
similarly regrouped into five new bu- 
reaus—Minerals, Commodities, Con- 
sumer Goods, and Equipment. The 
other branches grouped under Mr. Hall 
with the Power Division are plumbing 
and heating, building materials, lumber 
and lumber products, transportation 
equipment, communications equipment 
and governmental requirements. 

Another new appointment resulting 
from th realignment of WPB is that 
of W. W. Judson, general manager of 
the Northern Pacific Railway, as chief 
of the Public Services Branch of the 
new Program Division set up as part 
of the equirements Committee staff. 
It is to this branch, as well as to the 
Office Civilian Supply, that the 
Power Division will take its require- 
ments i programs for utility main- 
tenance under CMP when that alloca- 


ton plan for steel, copper and alumi- 
hum goes into operation. 

The organization landed J. A. 
Krug im the job of director of the Dis- 
tribution Bureau under Mr. Eberstadt. 


$529 to be charged to “preliminary sur- 
the Vey and investigation charges;” $487,- 
692 to be charged to earned surplus, 
and all other asset accounts carried as 
part of the project cost up to and includ- 
ing April 30, 1932, and not otherwise 
disposed of, to be charged to earned 
surplus. 


Original Cost of , 
Inland Project Set 
The Federal Power Commission an- Order “Show Cause” 


The bureau’s work is essentially 
same as that which Mr. Krug had been 
doing as deputy director general for 
priorities under Ernest Kanzler. 


nounced last week its order and opinion on Arkansas Rates 
determining the $8,202,982 as the “ac- 
tual legitimate original cost,” as of Arkansas Power & Light Co. has been 


April 30, 1932, of the Inland Power & directed by the state Department of 
Light Co.’s Ariel hydro-electric develop- Public Utilities to appear November 24 
ment (Project No. 935) on the Lewis and show cause why it should not be 
River in Washington. Amounts aggre- required to refund to all customers an 
gating $488,222 were disallowed by the unspecified amount of its 1942 electric 
commission in arriving at the project — bills. The department’s order said that 
costs. The Ariel project, which was a study by its staff has indicated that 
licensed by the commission on Dec. 12, the power company will receive in 1942 


1929, has a present installed capacity ‘net returns which will be in excess of 
of 55,000 hp. and an ultimate installed that which the department believes to 
capacity of 220,000 hp. be fair and reasonable.” 

The company is a subsidiary of Elec- Reports that as much as $500,000 


tric Bond & Share Co. and amounts’ refund might be ordered were printed 
aggregating $259,118, claimed by the’ in the Little Rock, Ark., newspapers, 
licensee as construction fees for Bond although no specific amount was men- 
& Share’s wholly owned subsidiary, tioned in the show cause order. 


AG RETA 


SOGTRERS CALMIORNA EDSON Comma” 


Ogre ree 











UTILITY MILITARY POLICE—Guards stationed by the Southern California Edison Co. at 
strategic properties became members of the auxiliary military police November 10 in an 
impressive ceremony at the company’s Laguna Bell substation. Army officers officiated as 
the 152 men took the oath to uphold the Constitution and protect the war utilities against 
enemies. A 20-hour course of intensive training in anti-sabotage measures, combating 
commandos and military courtesy is being given the guards 
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SHADOWLESS FLUORESCENT—Harsh shadows are eliminated by high bay fluorescent 
lighting in this Westinghouse machine shop installation. 


lamps are mounted 28 ft. above the floor. 


ae | 


Luminaires with two 100-watt 


The lamps are well shielded and the ceiling 
is illuminated by 228 wide angle diffuser type reflectors. 


Illumination of 34 ft-candles 


is provided 


Engineers Challenges 
“Death Sentence” 


To the growing list of public utility 
holding companies challenging the 
“death sentence” orders, issued by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, 
under the provisions of the Holding 
Company Act, was added a new one last 
week. Public Service Co. 
served upon the SEC a copy of its peti- 
tion to U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia seeking 
a review of the commission’s order of 


Engineers 


September 16 requiring Engineers to 
divest itself of its interests in eight sub- 
sidiaries and limit its operation to the 
electric system of Virginia Electric & 
Power Co. (ELEctTRIcCAL Wor.p, Sep- 
tember 26, page 9; October 17, 
74). 

The petition attacked the order of 
the commission on the broad ground 
that Section 11(b)(1) of the Holding 
Company Act 


page 


was unconstitutional on 
several counts. The company also re- 
quested the court to direct the SEC to 
reopen proceedings to permit the intro- 
duction of bearing on the 
of Section 1] 


to the commission but 


evidence 
constitutionality prof- 
fered rejected 
by it. A court order also is sought to 
direct the SEC to reopen the record to 
hear evidence as to the retention by 
Engineers of Gulf States Utilities Co. 
and El Paso Electric Co. with the Vir- 
ginia Electric & Power system. 
Arguing that the commission’s order 
is “unjust, arbitrary, unreasonable and 
capricious,” the brief charged that the 


6 (1706) 


SEC misconstrued Section 11(b) (1) in 
holding that the Engineers’ system was 
too large to permit of efficient opera- 
tion or effective regulation. The _peti- 
tion also asserted that numerous find- 
ings of the commission in the break-up 
order are not supported by substantial 
evidence and are contrary to substantial 
evidence. 


Stay of FPC Order 
Given Niagara Falls 


Niagara Falls Power Co. has been 
granted a temporary stay. pending de- 
cision, of a Federal Power Commission 
order directing the company to write 
off $15,537,943 from its property ac- 
counts, an amount which the commis- 
sion held was carried on the books in 
excess of “actual legitimate original 
cost” of the company’s project No. 16 
at Niagara Falls (ELectricaAL Wor tp. 
June 27, page 62; July 4, page 8; Au- 
gust 22, page 70). 

The temporary stay, issued by the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, was 
granted on the following conditions: 
(1) That pending appeal the petitioner 
declare and pay no dividends except 
upon order of the court; (2) that prior 
to decision on appeal petitioner make 
every effort to comply with the com- 
mission’s order of June 9, 1942: (3) 
that petitioner indicate on all reports 
and financial statements, prepared while 
the stay order is in effect, the provisions 
of the commission order and terms of 
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the stay; (4) that petitioner furnish g 
certified copy of stay order to regula. 
tory commissions having jurisdiction 
over the company’s financial structure, 
and (5) that the petitioner notify stock. 
holders of its parent company that the 
petitioner preferred the stay to the al. 
ternative offered in the commission’s 
amended offer (ELEctrICAL Wonrtp, 
November 7, page 20; November 14, 
page 90). 


Maine Utilities 
Merger Approved 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission last week approved a merger 
of the Cumberland County Power & 
Light Co. and the Central Maine Power 
Co. and a plan for refinancing the lat- 
ter. Both companies, operating in Port- 
land and Augusta, respectively. are 
subsidiaries of the New England Public 
Service Co. The commission’s approval 
of the plan is conditioned upon its 
acceptance by the Maine Public Util- 
ities Commission within 60 days. It also 
stipulates that no dividends may be 
paid out of the common stock except 
out of earnings accumulated after the 
merger becomes effective. 

Under the plan, described in these 
pages when the proposal was first sub- 
mitted to the SEC (EvLectricat Wort, 
June 20, page 20), Central Maine will 
absorb all assets and liabilities of Cum- 
berland and continue as the surviving 
corporation. New England Public Serv- 
ice would exchange the stock of both 
companies which it now holds for 410, 
955 shares of new Central Maine $10 
par common. 


New Holding 
Company Proposed 


A new holding company, 
capitalized by approximately 72 per 
cent of the outstanding common stock 
of the Blue Ridge Corp., plus $400,000 
in cash, will be organized jointly by 
American Cities & Light Corp. and the 
bankrupt Central States Electric Corp» 
if a proposal filed last week in the 
U. S. district court at Richmond, Va. 
is approved. 


to be 


The proposal came in an offer from 
New York financiers to purcliase all 
class B shares of American Cities & 
Light, which now are owned by Central 
States, for $600,000 in cash. [he offer 
was made by S. H. Harris Co.. William 
P. Lear, Carlton Higbee, Bradley Hig: 
bee and the Standard Equitivs Cor. 

Judge Robert N. Pollard sei Novem 
ber 19 for a hearing on the sroposed 
sale. 
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Issue Stricter Rules for 


East Coast Dimout Area 


Revised regulations aimed at minimizing danger of air attack as well 


as combating submarine menace, Army command says — 
Eight major changes in June | rules laid down 


Revised and stricter rules for dim- 
ming out the New York-New Jersey- 
Delaware coastal area “to reduce the 
dangers from hostile air operations,” 
in addition to providing protection for 
shipping against the submarine menace, 
were announced last week by Major- 
Gen. Thomas A. Terry, commanding 
general of the Second Service Com- 
mand. The new regulations took effect 
November 6 and included four addi- 
tional New Jersey communities—Fort 
Lee, Teaneck, Englewood and Engle- 
wood Cliffs—in the dimout area. The 
new regulations supersede those an- 
nounced June 1. 


Eight Major Changes 


Announcing the new rules, the Army 
summarized eight major changes in 
the existing regulations which 
effected: 

1. All lights visible from outdoors 
which cannot be extinguished, com- 
pletely obscured or reduced (according 
to War Department blackout specifica- 
tions) within five minutes of the black- 
out signal shall be permanently extin- 
guished. 


were 


2. Railroad, street-car, bus and ferry 
lights and windows shall be shielded so 
that no light will be visible from the 
outside at an angle above horizontal, 
and the escape of light shall not exceed 


2 ft-candles at any point three feet 
from the outside of such vehicles. Sub- 
way trains operating above ground are 
subject to this regulation. 

3. Vehicular headlights must have 
the upper part of the lens obscured by 
some Opaque material; high-beam head- 
lights are prohibited; where headlights 
are visible from the sea, no more than 
two driving lamps, each not to exceed 
a maximum of 250 beam-candle-power, 
may be used. 


1. Escape of light from windows in 


stores, restaurants, commercial and in- 
dustrial ‘stablishments shall not exceed 
2 ft-candles, as measured by a light 
aera held at any point three feet from 
4 window, door or opening. 


2. All fixed lights visible from the 


“fa mus! be entirely obscured or ex- 


tinguished, 

6. All exterior lights (excepting 
street or traffic lights), both essential 
a . 

nd non-essential, shall be permanently 


shielded sO that the 


i source of the 
ight wil 


not be visible at an angle less 
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than 45 degrees below the horizontal. 
7. Dimout regulations will be in 
effect from one-half hour before sun- 
rise between October 1 and April 30 
inclusive, and from one hour after sun- 
down until one-half hour before sun- 
rise between May 1 and September 30. 
8. The dimout zone includes four 
additional areas (named above). 
Civilian lighting engineers and the 
lighting experts of public utilities were 
giving the Army effectual cooperation, 
General Terry said in the announce- 
ment accompanying the new 
tions. 


regula- 
For several weeks inspectors of 
the Consolidated Edison Co., by ar- 
rangement with General Terry’s office, 
have been examining store windows and 
issuing certificates of approval if the 
illumination meets the new _ require- 
ments. In those stores which have in- 


"50- year- 
old motor 


MUSEUM PIECE GOES BACK TO WORK— 
About 50 years ago Crocker-Wheeler pro- 
duced Serial No. 1 10-hp. bi-pole d.c. 
motors. One was shipped to Carnegie 
Illinois Steel and functioned for more than 
45 years, when it was returned to the 
company in a modernization program. 
Old reliable was ready to be put in a 
museum, but a breakdown on a Crocker- 
Wheeler shop crane with a similar motor 
created the need for quick repairs and 
Old No. 1 was put back in service driv- 
ing hoisting mechanism on a 15-ton crane 


without any interim repairs. P.S.—It is 


still functioning perfectly 
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stalled screening devices the utility 
inspectors made the light meter test, 
according to N. T. Sellman, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales of Consolidated, 
as a preliminary measure and, if the 
test is passed, ask the police to issue 
the formal certificate of approval. If 
sufficient calls are received, Mr. Sell- 
man said, the company was prepared 
to use as many as 300 inspectors a night. 

On the store dimout question, the 
Army has asked the regional Office of 
Civilian Defense to act as a clearing 
house for interpretation of the new 
rules. Herman E, D’Andrade, a former 
Consolidated Edison lighting engineer, 
is working on the OCD staff to help put 
the new testing and certification method 
into effect. Army officials, incidentally, 
said that storekeepers were the most 
cooperative civilian group, while build- 
ing superintendents and office mana- 
gers were the worst offenders. Unless 
more stringent measures were taken to 
dimout office building windows, it was 
said, law enforcement agencies would 
be instructed to prosecute those respon- 
sible for violations. The federal law 
provides penalty of a fine of not more 
than $5,000 or imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or both. 


Offer New Contract 
on Aluminum Plant 


Because requirements for temporary 
the government’s 
aluminum processing plant at Jones 
Mills, Ark., have been reduced, the 
Arkansas Power & Light Co. has 
offered the Defense Plant Corp. a new 
contract, providing for a 40.000 kw. 
demand instead of the original 65,000 
kw. demand. The new contract would 
save the government $1,330,000. 

Arkansas Power & Light signed a 
contract on December 18, 1941, to be- 
come effective July 1, 1942, to supply 
65,000 kw. at $2 per month per kw. 
and four mills per kw.-hr. for energy. 
The aluminum plant was not ready to 
take power until August. Thus the 
July billing was $133,000. In offering 
the new contract the power company 
offered to waive this bill. 

The new contract would reduce the 
monthly demand charge from $130,000 
to $80,000, or a monthly reduction of 
$50,000. Over the two-year period this 
would amount to $1,200,000 in savings 
in demand costs. This plus the waived 
bill would make a total savings of 
$1,330,000 to the government, accord- 
ing to C. H. Moses, president. In 
addition, he said, it would make avail 
able for use in other war industries in 
the territory served by the power pool 
the 25,000 kw. by which the aluminum 
plant is reduced. 


power to operate 
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; The most recurrent note in the delib- 
‘ erations of the convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Railroad and 
Utilities Commissioners last week in 
St. Louis was the impact of taxes upon 
public utility operation. “Do utility rate 
reductions and their relation to taxes 
demand a statement of policy from 
Washington?” was one of the questions 
raised by J. F. Craemer, president Cali- 
fornia Railroad Commission. He also 
wanted to know what is the responsibil- 
ity of regulatory bodies as to taxes. 
The chairman of the Wisconsin com- 
mission, R. W. Peterson, pointed out 
that one effect of high war taxes is 
stimulation of public ownership. He 
stated: “If public ownership is desired 
it should be brought about directly by 
vote of the local people, rather than in- 
directly through tax bills.” 


Minimizes Tax Loss 


Judge Healy of SEC, on the other 
hand, was inclined to question the ex- 
tent to which war taxes had reduced 
utility earnings. About 75 companies, 
he stated, have necessity certificates 
permitting five-year amortization of war 
investment; all are paying preferred 
dividends. To 27 companies in this cate- 
gory he applied the necessity certificate 
amortization preferred dividend allow- 
ance and 10 percent post-war allowance 
and found that 22 on the basis of 1941 
earnings did pay smaller taxes. And 
only one of the five that did pay more 
would have a large increase. 

Deferred maintenance was opposed 
by the committee on accounts and sta- 
tistics with the recommendation that 
accounts be continued on the regular 
basis. 

Frank B. Warren felt that the rem- 
edy for high taxes lay not in an in- 
crease in rates but in some change in 
the income tax bill. 

OPA was represented by its chief, 
Leon Henderson, and Robert A. Nixon, 
director of the Transportation and Pub- 
lic Utilities Division. Both stated that 
rate regulation was a matter for the 
state commissions, but emphasized that 
there was a national aspect which had 
to be given consideration. 

Reactive power should be charged 
for, in the opinion of F. T. McNamara, 
Connecticut commission, instead of us- 
ing power-factor clauses. He also sug- 








e ¢IFVs) 





Tax Problems Occupy 
Utility Commissioners 


Clarification of Washington policy on rate reductions and their 
relation to taxes asked — SEC, OPA and WPB power branch 
| represented at annual convention in St. Louis 


gested an empirical formula for fuel 
clauses. 


A description of the two main groups 


of priorities and allocations orders was 
given by Herbert S. Marks, chief of the 


power branch, WPB, together with an 
explanation of the different orders. He 
pointed out that national integration for 
the United States as a whole would 
provide an over-all increase in capacity 
of more than 114 million kw. 


Staged-Fault Tests 
on 154-Kv. Line 


A series of staged-fault tests, under 
load, were conducted, early in October, 
on the new Nebraska-Kansas 268.52 
mile, 154-kv. transmission line by engi- 
neers of Nebraska Power Co., Kansas 





STAGED FAULT~ Shown is the arc re- 
sulting from the application of a two-phase- 


to-ground fault on the new Nebraska- 
Kansas 15.4-Kv. transmission line. Picture 
was taken early in October during a series 
of fault tests under load, made to check 
the stability of the new 268.52-mile line 
and the operations of its associated relays 
and breakers. Line is between Omaha, 
Nebraska and Midian, Kan. 
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Gas & Electric Co. and Ebasco Services, 
Inc. Eight in number, these tests were 
made under load conditions to check the 
transient stability limits of the line and 
the proper functioning of relays and 
breakers. 

These tests were reported to be 
highly successful in proving tha: the 
line is capable of carrying more power 
than was indicated in its origina! de- 
sign. They also proved that the relay 
and reclosing equipment operated efh- 
ciently. 

In all eight of the October tests two- 
phase-to-ground faults were applied 
while the line was carrying loads rang- 
ing from 26,000 to 40,000 kw. In five 
of the tests faults were applied on the 
line near the terminals. In the re- 
maining three tests the faults were 
applied off the line on the systems of 
the Nebraska Power Co. the 
Kansas Gas & Electric Co. 

To secure additional information on 
the operation of long-line relay equip- 
ment General Electric Co. installed and 
supervised the use of third automatic 
six-element oscillograph which re- 
corded the various relay contact opera- 
tions and current and voltage values 
at a film speed of 12 in. per second. 

Prior to the October tests, fourteen 
staged-faults were applied to the line 
in mid-August under zero load condi- 
tions. The accompanying picture, 
taken during the more recent series 
of tests, shows the arc resulting from 
application of a _two-phase-to-ground 
fault near the Omaha end of the line. 


and 


Dissolution Move 
Filed by Utility 


North American Light & Power Co., 
a subsidiary of North American Co., 
last week filed additional proposals 
with the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission looking toward complete dis- 
solution of the company and of a sub- 
sidiary, Illinois Traction Co., as ordered 
by the commission. The 
has already approved four applications 
of the company providing for liquida- 
tion of another subsidiary and the re- 
tirement of North American Light & 
Power’s publicly held debentures 
(ELectricaL Wortp, July 18, page 29: 
August 15, page 4). The commission 
set December 8 for a hearing. 


commission 


The New Proposals 


In the new applications North Amer 
ican Light & Power requests authority 
for Illinois Traction to sell its interest 
in Kewanee Public Service for 
$300,000; for Western Illinois Ice to 


sell its properties for $250,000 in cash: 


0. 
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for Cahokia Manufacturers Gas to sell 
its properties to Illinois lowa Power 
Co. for approximately $20,000; for 
Light & Power to sell its preferred 
stock holdings of Illinois lowa at the 
market, netting about $343,220; to re- 
tire 210 shares of publicly held pre- 
ferred stock of Illinois Traction, and 
for the latter company to turn over to 
Light & Power residual assets estimated 
at $30,917. 

When these transactions have been 
consummated it is estimated that there 
will be available for distribution by 
Light & Power and Illinois Traction, as 
of December 31, 1942, the following: 
Cash estimated at $2,501,031; Missouri 
Power & Light preferred stock 3,298 
shares. and 75,000 common shares; 
Kansas Power & Light, 1,050,000 com- 
Northern Natural Gas, 
355.250 common shares; Illinois Iowa 
Power, 312,478 common shares and 
300,000 common stock warrants. 

A plan of distribution is also pro- 
posed involving paying off of $5,623,500 
using $2,200,000 cash 
and selling 3,298 shares of preferred 
and 75,000 shares of common stock of 
Missouri Power & Light and 63,980 
common shares of Northern Natural 
Gas for $3,423,500. Other security as- 
sets available would be distributed pro 
rata to preferred-stock holders. 

The application stated that the face 
amount of the outstanding debentures 
plus the liquidating value of the pre- 
ferred stock, including accrued divi- 
dends, was approximately $37,000,000. 
Since the current value of the assets is 
materially less than this amount there 
will be no assets remaining for distri- 
bution to common-share holders. 


mon shares; 


debentures by 


P.S. of N. J. Takes 
Fight to Supreme Court 


Public Service Corp. of New Jersey 
announced last week that it had ap- 
plied to the United States Supreme 
Court for a writ of review of the action 
of the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Philadelphia, in upholding a ruling of 


the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion that the company was a subsidiary 


of the United Gas Improvement Co. 
and United Corp. 

The Circuit Court had agreed with 
the SEC that U.G.L’s holdings of 28.42 


percent and United Corp.’s holdings of 
13.9 percent of the outstanding voting 
securities of Public Service gave them 
eflectua! control of the company (ELEc- 
TRICAI ORLD, August 22, page 72). 

The original SEC ruling was handed 
down 01 September 15, 1941, and the 
Circuit ourt decision, upholding the 
commis-ion, was rendered August 12, 
1942. 
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L. W. W. Morrow, Former 
“World” Editor, Dies 





L. W. W. Morrow, editor of ELec- 
TRICAL WorLD from 1928 to 1936, and 
more recently professor of engineering 
administration at Rutgers University, 


New Brunswick, N. J., died of a heart 
ailment, on November 15, at the age 
of 54. 

The record of his career shows him 
as an author, educator, engineering con- 
sultant and lecturer, and it was with 
this broad background that he assumed 
the editorship of ELectricaL WorLp 
in 1928, steering the magazine through 
the depression that followed. 
While occupying the editor’s chair, Mr. 
Morrow gained for himself the respect 


years 


of scores of electrical men who came 
to know him personally through his 
attendance over a period of years at 
association meetings, conventions and 
assemblies of various kinds. 

“Les” Morrow, as he was affection- 
ately known, was born in Hammond. 
W. Va.. in 1889, and received his engi- 
neering education at Cornell University. 
Following graduation in 1911, he be- 
came a member of the faculty of elec- 
trical engineering there, leaving in 
1913 for the University of Oklahoma. 
where he remained until 1918, becom- 
ing director of the school of electrical 
During the first World 
War he was assistant director of the 
U. S. Signal Officers School, Yale 
University, and from 1918 to 1921 was 
assistant professor of electrical engi- 
neering at Yale. 

Mr. Morrow then entered the pub- 
lishing field as associate editor of 
Electric Railway Journal, a McGraw- 
Hill publication, transferring to the 
staff of ELectricat Wortp the follow- 
ing year. He relinquished his edi- 
torial duties in 1936 to become general 
manager of the Fibre Products Divi- 


engineering. 
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sion, Corning Glass Works, and when 
that division was sold in 1939 he re- 
turned to the McGraw-Hill Publishing 
Co. as editorial director at Chicago. 
Two years later he accepted the as- 
signment at Rutgers. 

In the course of his career he par- 
ticipated actively in the affairs of rep- 
resentative engineering associations 
and societies. He was a fellow and 
past-director of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers and for a num- 
ber of years served as chairman or 
member of many of its committees, as 
well as A.LE.E. delegate to the World 
Power Conferences in Berlin and in 
Washington, D. C. He was a vice- 
president of the Thomas Alvah Edison 
Foundation and a member of the Amer- 
ican Society of Mechanical Engineers 
and of the Electrochemical Society. 
He was the author of a book on elec- 
tric power stations and a storage bat- 
tery manual, as well as numerous 
articles and papers published in the 
technical press. His greatest contribu- 
tion to the industry, however, lay in 
his ability to see the reality of things 
as they were, his eagerness to look 
ahead and espouse the new and his 
ability to inspire others. 


WPB Tightens Up 
on Gas Deliveries 


WPB has moved to meet possibilities 
of increasingly serious gas shortages 
by tightening control over new deliv- 
eries after November 30. The action 
entailed revision of Limitation Orders 
L-31 and L-174, governing natural and 
manufactured gas_ respectively, and 
was in line with the fact that gas short- 
ages will constitute considerably more 
of a problem for WPB’s Power Division 
this winter than will electricity short- 
ages. Revisions of L-31 will: 

1. Impose nationwide restrictions on new 
deliveries of gas to non-residential con- 
sumers after November 30. 

2. Prohibit new gas deliveries to all resi- 
dential heating equipment after November 
30. 

3. Prohibit installation of gas equipment 
for residential or non-residential use after 
November 30 if delivery of gas for such 
equipment is not permitted under the order. 

Principal revision of L-174 prohibits 
installation of gas equipment which may 
not be served under the order. The 
amendment also provides that curtail- 
ment schedules be submitted to WPB 
in advance of anticipated shortages. 
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3-Way Agreement 
Saves Fuel Oil 


A valuable saving in fuel oil and an 
increase in generating capacity were 
the fruits of a temporary agreement, in 
effect since September 28, among the 
Southern California Edison Co., the 
Los Angeles Bureau of Power & Light 
and the Metropolitan Water District. 

The Edison company’s third 82,500- 
kw. generating unit at Boulder Dam, 
known as A-5, is under construction for 
the company’s use by the federal gov- 
ernment and is expected to be ready for 
operation some time in December. In 
the meantime the Edison company has 
been producing extra power at its Long 
Beach steam station to meet increased 
demands of war industries. Shortage of 
natural gas, the fuel normally used at 
the station, led the company to switch 
to fuel oil. 

Edison’s two generators in use at 
Boulder dam and its A-5, under con- 
struction, are on the Arizona side of the 
Colorado River. Also on this side are 
other 82,500-kw. units—A-1 and A-2 
being used by the Bureau of Power & 
Light. Under the agreement the Edison 
company was granted the use of the A-2 
unit until its A-5 is completed. The 
bureau received the use of one of the 
generating units on the Nevada side of 
the river which was under lease to, but 
was not being used, by the Metropolitan 
Water District. Producing the extra 
power at Boulder Dam instead of at 
Long Beach is saving Edison about 
1,200 barrels of fuel oil daily. 

The agreement is scheduled to ter- 
minate when the company’s A-5 unit is 
finished. 


Dimouts Upning 
Night Traffic Deaths 


Curtailment of street lighting in dim- 
out areas is causing a decided increase 
in night traffic accidents in proportion 
to those occurring during daylight 
hours, according to municipal and state 
lighting engineers meeting in New 
York City recently. While daylight traf- 
fic deaths have dropped, due to de- 
creased traffic on the roads, dimouts 
and crowded war industry sections are 
contributing to a serious rise in night 
fatalities—many of them involving men 
in the armed forees—according to A. F. 
Dickerson, chairman of the Street and 
Highway Lighting Safety Bureau. 

In the state of New York, it was 
pointed out, night deaths rose 19 per- 
cent in the month of July, while day- 
time deaths decreased 28 percent. In 
Michigan 50 percent of the drivers in- 
volved in traffic accidents are factory 
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workers. In California more than 100 
service men are hurt or killed each 
month on the roads. In Texas three 
out of five persons killed by automo- 
biles, for the first half of 1942, were 
members of the armed forces. 

“Every safety device must be em- 
ployed to its capacity in order to con- 
serve life and limb for victory,” Mr. 
Dickerson said. “High among them is 
the humble street light. If permitted 
to continue its vital function of furnish- 
ing visibility after darkness has set in, 
street lighting will have contributed a 
full measure toward winning the war. 
It is unthinkable to reduce street light- 
ing during the emergency, except where 
dimout regulations demand it. . .” 


Power Pool Hearing 
Again Postponed 


For the second time the Federal 
Power Commission announced a _ post- 
ponement of a public hearing called 
by the commission to investigate the 
charges involved in the intercompany 
agreement of the Southwest Power 
Pool, formed to supply temporary 
power to the Defense Plant Corpora- 
tion’s Lake Catherine aluminum plant 
in Arkansas. The first meeting was 
called for November 2, hearing was 
then postponed until November 17, and 
now has been deferred to December 
14. The hearing will be held in Little 
Rock. Ark. 


MEETINGS 


American Standards Association—Annual meeting, 


Hotel Astor, New York, N. Y., December II. 
P. G. Agnew, secretary, 27 West 39th St., New 
Yore, Ne Y. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association — Industrial 
engineering conference, Continental Hotel, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., January 13-14. I. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 


Previously Listed 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Annual meeting, Astor Hotel, New York, N. Y., 
November 30-De ber 4. Ernest Hartford, 
executive assistant secretary, 2? West 39th St., 
New York, N. Y. 


National Exposition of Power 
Engineering — Madison Square Garden, New 
York, N. Y., November 30-December 4. 


National Association of Manufacturers—Congress 
of American Industry, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., November 30-December 4. 
G. G. Geddis, 14 West 49th St., New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Agricultural Engineers—Fal! 
meeting, LaSalle Hotel, Chicago, Ill., Decem- 
ber 7-9. Raymond Olney, secretary, St. Joseph, 
Mich. 


and Mechanical 


Technical Valuation Society—Annual forum, New 
York, N. Y., December 12. W. C, Fisher, chair- 
man, 33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Civil Engineers — Annual 
meeting, headquarters, New York, N. Y., Janu- 
ary 20-22. George 1. Seabury, secretary, 33 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Win- 
ter convention, New York, N. Y., January 
25-29. H. H. Henline, secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 
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Discuss Open-Air 
Conductors at P.E.A. 


Distribution committee meeting 
reports on other subjecis 


Carrying capacity of open-air con. 
ductors was a topic for discussion at 
the recent meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Electric Association transmission and 
distribution committee at Harrisburg 
and it brought from E. Fritz the fact 
that there were 28 hours of no wind in 
October, 1918, during a sustained fog, 
A utility in another city had reported 
basing ampere ratings on a six-hour 
maximum annual duration of breezes 
not exceeding one mile per hour, Bare 
service drops are being used in Pitts. 
burgh under conditions of inaccessi- 
bility and with only the conventional 
8-in. spacings. Several companies are 
having overstocks of large wires re- 
drawn to smaller sizes, fabricators men- 
tioned including Central Cable Co. and 
Midland Wire Co. 


Conservation Measures 


Remaining street-lamp life after re- 
moval on group replacement basis was 
reported determinable by a new G.E. 
“light box” which views the filament 
for accumulated deterioration. Among 
other savings rounded up in a survey 
by J. G. Charest were the use of “dough- 
nut” reactors (formerly used as fault 
impeders) to balance unequal imped- 
ances of banked transformers; also 
cutting up obsolete three-bolt clamps 
for ground-lead connectors. 

On curtailment of automotive mileage 
several companies are abrogating fuse 
service, some have begun to charge, a 
few are advocating self-service in local 
advertising. One unexplained correlative 
was the reported experience of one 
utility that radio interference com- 
plaints have declined 90 percent. 

Pilot lights have been removed by one 
member company from all polyphase 
meters; a guest prompted the informa- 
tion by reciting that one of his custom- 
ers had been fined heavily by an arbi- 
trary and overzealous blackout admin- 
istration for such violation. 

Routine study of glaze formation on 
the county sleet racks disclosed some 
75 records of deposits between Novem- 
ber 23, 1941, and April 10, 1942, many 
concentrated in two major disturbances. 
The heaviest was 1% lb. per foot with 
a vs-in. maximum (oval) thickness at 
26 F. and wind 10-15 m.p.h. north. 
Some long crossing failures were due to 
whipping and some to parting of 9,000- 
lb. insulator strings. The annual re- 
port on distribution transformer light- 
ning protection will be abstracted in a 
subsequent issue of ELECTRICA! Wort. 
1942 
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HIGH IN LIGHT OUTPUT 


Due to the scientific design of the prismatic glass reflector, thd | 
L-M PRISMALITE has the high effective light output of )} 


modern, concealed light-source luminaire. 


PERMANENT IN EFFICIENCY 


The PRISMALITE is the first street lighting luminaire witl} } 
concealed light source that is permanent in its original hig} 
efficiency. Unlike metallic or silver-coated glass reflector} ) 
which in time decrease in reflecting qualities, the origina} § 
high reflection factor of the glass prism reflector is permanent } 


ECONOMICAL IN MAINTENANCE 


Should the outer housing of the PRISMALITE ae | 


the reflector be broken, the reflector per need he: aia 
A strong steel housing protects the reflector. 
Should cleaning become desirable, the prismatic glass reflectof | 


VERSATILE AND INTERCHANGEABLE 


A clear glass globe for symmetric distribution is easily inter | 
changeable with three types of refractors for asymmetrif) 
light distribution to meet changing installation needs. | 
A variety of interchangeable hoods and brackets are av ailabl 
for every mounting requirement. 


a 


SAVES CRITICAL MATERIAL | 


You help conserve vital material when you use the L- N- 
PRISMALITE. With its clear glass prism reflector, tht | 
Prismalite requires no copper backing . . . glass alone doef! 
the job efficiently, permanently and economically. | 


GET FULL INFORMATION 


on the new Prismalite Luminaire for every type of cis 
lighting by requesting Bulletin No, 4131 or Bulletin No. 423 
on Protective Lighting. Just send your request to Lin}! 
Materia! Company, 802 No. 8th Street, Milwaukee, Wil 
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GRAND COULEE STATOR—A 31l-ton stator is lifted {rg 

base for removal to one of the far pits of the Grand Coul 

house, where it will become part of a 75,000 kw. gene 

108,000 kw. generators at the right, and a third, which 
are already in operation 


WOMAN TEACHES MAN—Thousands of women are bei 
work by skilled men mechanics, but in this picture the 
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GAS PLANT GOES TO 
WAR—The Aurora gas 
plant of the Public Serv- 
ice Co. of Indiana, Inc., 
Indianapolis, has been 
dismantled to provide a 
big pile of scrap for the 
war effort. The company 
has collected a total of 
more than 8,550,000 lb. 
of old iron and steel so 
far this year—88 percent 
of the total coming from 
the dismantling of an 
old interurban railway 
line and most of the re- 
mainder from three old 
gas plants such as the 
Aurora 
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SCRAP “BRIQUETTES” 
—Tons of iron and steel 
turnings, by-products in 
the manufaciure of war 
implements at the East 
Springfield works of 
Westinghouse, are re- 
turned to the production 
line in the form of 2-lb. 
circular bricks that roll 
off a newly installed 
“briquetting press” at 
the rate of 1,000 an hour. 
This is the latest addi- 
tion to the plant's con- 
tinuous salvage cam 
paign that yields more 
than 10,000,000 lb, of 
scrap metals a year 
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SHASTA POWER PLANT—Two generating units are being installed in 

Shasta power house in northern California to make 150,000 kw. of energy 

available early in 1944. Ultimate capacity is 375,000 kw. The power 

plant, now three-quarters complete, is a city block long and seven stories 

high. Dam and power plant, part of the Central Valley Project. are on 
the Sacramento River (U. S. Bureau of Reclamation photo) 
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EDISON MEDALISTS—(At left) Wilfred T. Barnes, distribution depart- 
ment foreman, Narragansett Electric Co., Providence, R. I., receives the 
Edison Electric Institute medal from Samuel C. Moore, president of the 
company, for saving the life of Joseph M. Sheridan of his department. 
Mr. Sheridan came in contact with a 2,300-volt conductor in an industrial 
substation. Harry J. Bauer. president Southern California Edison Co. 
(below), congratulates Russell E. Porter, Montebello district lineman, who 
was awarded the Edison Electric Institute medal for bravery in saving 
the life of a fellow worker. Mr. Porter accomplished the pole-top re- 
suscitation of a fellow lineman who accidentally contacted a high 
voltage line Y 
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Output Gains More 





Than Seasonally 


A greater than seasonal rise in the 
output curve was registered for the 
week ended Nov. 14, as the slight drop 
of the week previous was arrested. For 
the Nov. 14 week the amount of elec- 
trical energy distributed by the light 
and power industry showed 3,775,878,- 
000 kw.-hr., as compared to 3,761,961.- 
000 kw.-hr. for the week ended Nov. 7. 
The latest figure brings the curve just 
ahead of the Oct. 31 week of 3,774,891.,- 
000 kw.-hr. The Nov. 14 week repre- 
sents a 12.8 percent increase in output 
over the corresponding week in 1941, 
according to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute, source of the figures. 

All of the major geographic regions 
of the country showed increases over 
the previous week in their percentage 
gains over “41 with the exception of the 
Pacific Coast area, which dropped from 
a 28.8 gain to a 26.0 percent gain— 
still sufficient to lead the country, how- 


ever. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1942 194) 1940 
Nov. 14 3,776 Nov. 15 3,348 Nov. 16 2,890 
N ) 3,762 Nov. 8 3,369 Nov. 9 2,858 
Oct. 31 3,775 Nov. | 3,380 Nov. 2 2,882 
Oct. 24 3,752 Oct. 25 3,341 Oct. 26 2,867 
Oct. 17 3,717 Oct. 18 3,313 Oct. 19 2,838 
Oct. 10 3,702 Oct. II 3,355 Oct. 12 2,817 
Oct. 3 3,683 Oct. 4 3,330 Oct. 5 2,792 
Sept. 26 3,720 Sept. 27 3,273 Sept. 28 2,816 
Sept. 19 3,757 Sept. 20 3,273 Sept. 21 2,769 
Sept. 12 3,571 Sept. 13 3,322 Sept. 14 2,773 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 


isanicasalainishgeaibeamiacineabadeali 





Nov. 14 Nov.7 Oct. 31 





New England +- 6.0 + 2.4 + 0.8 
Mid-Atlantic ‘ + 6.4 + 4.7 + 45 
Central Industrial + 7.7 + 6.9 + 6.8 
West Central ; . +115 +-10.4 + 8.9 
Southern States +22.6 +20.0 $19.9 
Rocky Mountain +11.4 + 9.7 + 8.8 
Pacific Coast ‘ +26.0 +28.8 +3].2 


Total United States +12.8 +11.7 +-}1.7 





North American 
Decision Reserved 


One of the first decisions on the con- 
stitutionality of the “death sentence” 
clause of the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act is due to be handed down 
soon. The United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals in New York announced 
last week that decision was reserved in 
the case of the North American Co., 
Which is appealing from an order of 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. directing the company to divest 
itself of all its subsidiaries with the 
exception of the Union Electric Co. 
of Missouri (ELectrrica, Wortp, No- 
vember 7, page 9). 


In oral argument before the court, 
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the North American Co. was represented 
by Charles Evan Hughes, Jr., who based 
his attack on the constitutional grounds, 
and charged that forced sales or other 
disposal of property is not within fed- 
eral control. 


December Peak Demands 


Utility estimates of peak demands 
for December, 1942, are reported to 
amount to 35,434,400 kw.. according 
to a report issued by the Federal 
Power Commission, representing 12.2 
percent more than the sum of peak 
demands experienced in December, 
1941, and a 436,000 kw. decrease from 
the forecast submitted by the utilities 
in their August report. 
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September Average Output 
Hits All-Time High 


Average daily production of electric 
energy for public use in September 
was 568,675,000 kw.-hr., establishing 
a new all-time high, according to a 
report issued by the Federal Power 
Commission. This is an increase of 
1.5 percent when compared with the 
average daily production during the 
month of August, 1942. 

Production of electric energy for 
public use during September totaled 
15.922.893.000 kw.-hr.. 
increase of 12.6 percent over 1941. 


representing an 


Production by water power in Sep- 
tember amounted to 5,191.697,000 kw.- 
hr., or 32.6 percent of the total output 
for public use. 
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Allis-Chalmers Assigns 
New Duties to Carson 


M. L. Carson, acting engineer-in- 
charge, has been appointed manager of 
the engine and condenser department 





Allis-Chalmers 
Co., Milwaukee. 
Mr. Carson will direct sales and en- 


of the Manufacturing 


gineering of engine and _ condenser 
equipment, as well as all special work 
being contributed to the effort. 
The latter includes forging, casting, 
welding and machining of products 
normally manufactured by the 


company, but now being produced on 


war 


not 


the basis of peacetime experience. 
Mr. 


charge of this department in February 


Carson was made engineer-in- 
of this year, having served as depart- 
ment correspondent and estimator for 
twenty previous to this. He 
Allis-Chalmers organiza- 
1916. After completing the 
student training 
served in the erection department, as a 
salesman in the Seattle office, and as a 


years 
entered the 
tion in 


graduate course, he 


testing engineer on engines. 


PM. A. 


engineering 


Usricu of the power sales 
staff of the Cambridge 


16 
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(Mass.) Electric Light Co., and chair- 
man of the New England Association 
of Power Sales Engineers, has joined 
the civilian staff of the Department of 
Ordnance, U.S.A., with headquarters 
at Boston. 


> Joun F. Givcurist, vice-president of 
the Commonwealth Edison Co., Chi- 
cago, recently completed 55 years of 
service, the longest employment record 
in the history of the company. He 
has been vice-president since 1914. 


> John E. Buckley has been appointed 
director of the gas, electric and water 
division of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Public Utilities, succeeding 
Leslie Moore, retired. Mr. Buckley 
has been on the department staff for 
fifteen years, serving as rate engineer 
for the past half decade. 


> FE. J. Rutan, formerly test engineer, 
technical service, Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, Inc., is now connected 
with the Chemical Construction Corp., 
New York. He had been associated con- 
tinuously with the Consolidated Edison 
Co. since 1919, working as test engineer 
in the test department, becoming super- 
intendent in 1924, and later being ap- 
pointed supervisor of the test bureau. 
Mr. Rutan is active in the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 


PC. E. Netson has been appointed 
superintendent, engineering division, 
transmission and distribution depart- 
ment, Philadelphia Electric Co. Mr. 
Nelson’s first position with the Phila- 
delphia utility was as design estimator 
in the transmission and distribution de- 
sign section. After five years in design 
work, he was named superintendent of 
the maintenance division. In 
1940 he was made division superinten- 
dent of the eastern division at Jenkin- 
town. Two years later he was named 
assistant division superintendent of the 
Philadelphia divisior. transmission and 
distribution departme..* and held that 
position at the time of his recent ap- 
pointment. 


sery ice 
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A. M. Hageman Appointed 
Engineering Manager 


Dr. A. M. Hageman has been ap. 
pointed general engineering manager 
of the Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co. lamp division, Bloom- 
field, N. J. In his new position Dr. 
Hageman will supervise all develop- 
ment and engineering activities involved 
in the production of lamps and elec- 
tronic devices. He formerly was in 
charge of lamp engineering. 

E. R. Schmid has been appointed 
manager of a new chemical and metal- 
lurgical section and D. S. Gustin man- 
ager of the lamp engineering section, 
succeeding Dr. Hageman. Mr. Schmid 


formerly headed the raw materials unit, 
which has given way to the new section, 
and Mr. Gustin was in charge of vapor 
lamp engineering. 

Dr. Hageman is well known for his 





A. M. Hageman 


work on the development of coatings 
for incandescent lamps and_ holds 


several patents in this field, He joined 


Westinghouse in 1918. 
© 


> Dr. Harvey C. Rentscu.er, director 
of research at the lamp division o! the 
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Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 





ing Co., Bloomfield, N. J., was recently 
awarded the honorary degree of doctor 
of laws by Ursinus College at a Found- 
ers Day ceremony. 


OBITUARY 


Joseph F. Porter 


Joseph F. Porter, chairman of the 
board of the Kansas City Power & Light 
Co. who died recently (ELECTRICAL 
Wortp, November 14, page 148), was 
an integral part of the electrical indus- 
try from the early days of the Edison 
era up to the present time. In the story 
of the growth and expansion of the 
Kansas City Power & Light Co., of 
which he was president from 1917 to 
1938. is revealed Mr. Porter’s foresight 
and administrative ability. Although his 
retirement from active management of 
the company in 1938 freed him from 
the detailed responsibility for the com- 
pany operations, Mr. Porter was in his 
ofice regularly up to a few months ago. 

Casting aside early ambitions to be 
an “educated” farmer, he studied civil 
engineering at Iowa State College, re- 
ceiving his degree in 1884. The follow- 
ing year he worked as lineman in Des 
Moines for the light and power com- 





pany there and then went to Appleton, 
Wis., to rebuild the local hydro-electric 
plant. Alter a connection at Abilene, 


Kan., hi went to St. Louis to enter the 
electri: contracting business. 
After spending two years with the 


original !dison company in New York, 
Mr. Porter went to Kansas City in 1892 
to instal! equipment for the Kansas City 
Elevated Railway Co. This job done, he 
returned to Alton, IIL, in 1893 for what 
he thou was to be a short stay as 
Presideni of the Alton Gas & Electric 


Co, and Alton, Granite & St. Louis 
Tractior Company. The panic of 1893 
intervene’ and he remained until 1906. 


From Alton Mr. Porter went to Dav- 











enport, Iowa, as president of the Tri- 
City Railway & Light Co. Here again he 
had planned to stay briefly, but the 
panic of 1906, however, extended his 
stay until 1917, when he became presi- 
dent of Kansas City Power & Light Co. 

First project in Kansas City was 
modernization of the physical equip- 
ment of the company. Erection of the 
Northeast station in 1919 was the first 
step. Succeeding years saw growth and 
progress of the light company, and by 
1925 Mr. Porter had not only put the 
company on its feet but had become a 
key man in the business and civic ad- 
ministration of the city’s affairs. 

In 1938, after repeated requests to di- 
rectors of the holding company, Mr. 
Porter’s resignation as president was 
accepted. So it was four years ago Mr. 
Porter relinquished direct control of the 
company he had placed among the top 
ranking utilities of the country. 


Walter S. Wyman 


Walter S. Wyman, who built up the 
Central Maine Power Co. from a small 
hydro-electric development to its pres- 
ent dimensions, died on November 15, 
of a heart attack, in Augusta, Me., in 
his sixty-nifth year. At the time of his 
death negotiations were being carried 
on for the merger of Central Maine 
Power and the Cumberland County 
Power & Light Co. He was president of 
both utilities. 

In building a public utility system 
from what he termed a “vest pocket” 
power company on the Messalonskee 
stream at Oakland, Me., in 1905 to the 
present far-flung New England Public 
Service group serving major areas in 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, 
Mr. Wyman’s leadership was character- 
ized by breadth of vision, sound engi- 
neering understanding, indefatigable in- 
dustry and great tenacity of purpose. 
His financial ability was a vital factor 
in the creation of the Amoskeag Indus- 
tries, Inc., at Manchester, N. H., which 
saved an acute economic situation re- 
sulting from the inability of the vast 
Amoskeag mills to function success- 
fully; in the development of large 
paper, textile and shipbuilding plants 
in Maine, and in the backing of the 
1,000-kw. experimental windpower de- 
velopment near Rutland, Vt. He sup- 
ported constructive industrial and util- 
ity movements in the face of many dis- 
couragements, and while his leadership 
had been associated with hydro-electric 
developments in the Valleys of the Ken- 
nebec, Androscoggin, Saco and other 
northern New England rivers for al- 
most four decades, his contributions to 
steam generation were notable, includ- 
ing the procurement and equipment of 
the floating power plant Jacona, and 
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important developments at Manchester, 
Portland, Wiscasset and elsewhere. 
Interconnection was long ago a real- 
ized method of Wyman utility manage- 
ment, and unification and consolidation 
of operating utilities, of which the cur- 
rent Central Maine Power-Cumberland 
County systems merger, now in prog- 
ress, is an example, has always been 





a major objective of Mr. Wyman. 
From his offices overlooking the Ken- 
nebec River, at Augusta, electrical his- 
tory has been planned and directed for 
nearly half a century. 

A native of Oakland and a graduate 
of Tufts College, Mr. Wyman, after a 
brief experience in the waterworks field, 
was elected general manager of the 
Waterville & Fairfield Railway & Light 
Co. in Maine in 1899. In 1901, with 
Harvey D. Eaton, he formed the Messa- 
lonskee Electric Co. and began to de- 
velop hydro-electric power in the Water- 
ville district. Later the company’s name 
was changed to the Central Maine 
Power Co. and Mr. Wyman became 
president in 1924. At the time of his 
death he was also president of the 
New England Public Service Co., a 
former unit in the Insull utility system. 
The company was formed in 1925 at 
Samuel Insull’s direction with Mr. Wy- 
man as president. 

Mr. Wyman was made general man- 
ager of the Adirondack Power & Light 
Corp. in 1917 and carried on this work 
in addition to that in Maine during the 
stress of the First World War, besides 
promoting the Adirondack and Mohawk 
Edison consolidation. 


He was a fellow of the A.I.E.E. 
* 


> Wittiam Sat, for many years head 
of the service department of the De 
Laval Steam Turbine Co., died sud- 
denly on October 31. Mr. Salt was 
one of the oldest De Laval employees 
in point of service, having been asso- 
ciated with the company for more than 
forty years. 
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Sees Post-War Gain 
in Output Drive 


Prediction was made recently by 
W. G. Marshall, chairman of the War 
Production Drive Policy Committee and 
vice-president in charge of industrial 
relations of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co., that the labor- 
management committee movement will 
live long after the present emergency. 
Mr. Marshall spoke in New York at 
the production conference of the Ameri- 
can Management Association at the 
Hotel New Yorker. 

The movement, he asserted, has been 
hastened and stimulated by war re- 
quirements, but if it were not for the 
war it would have received impetus 
from the next boom period. 

Although the output of the Worth- 
ington Pump & Machinery Corp. at 
Harrison, N. J., has increased 400 per- 
cent since 1939, this expansion has been 
achieved with almost no alteration of 
its production control system, E. J. 
Tribble, assistant works manager, re- 
ported. A simple, flexible system has 
devised which permits adjust- 
ments readily and yields over-all co-or- 
dination of the flow of material across 
machine tools or work the 
various departments. 

Harold V. vice-president of 
Ford, Bacon & Davis, recently elected 
to the presidency of the American So- 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers, dis- 
cussed the problem of keeping produc- 


been 


floors in 


Coes, 


tion equipment in continuous service 
and of maintaining accuracy and pre- 
cision in the face of a 168-hour work 
week, operators and 


green inexperi- 


enced repairmen. 


Eicor Expands Facilities 


Inc., manufacturer of dyna- 
motors, d.c. motors, converters, power 
plant equipment and other rotary elec- 
trical apparatus, is moving to a new 


DFC building at 1501 W. 


Eicor. 


Congress 
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ANUFACTURING-MARKETS 


Street, Chicago. This move will pro- 
vide considerably more factory space 
and production facilities to meet the 
company’s war program. 


Lighting Nomenclature 
Approved by ASA 


Illuminating engineering nomencla- 
ture and photometric standards have 
been approved by the American Stand- 
ards Association. The new standard 
(ASA.: 27.1-1942) covers such aspects 
as photometric quantities, radiation, 
evaluation of ultraviolet radiation, 
illuminants; materials and ac- 
modifying distribution of 
light; classes and characteristics of il- 
lumination; photometric standards and 


color, 


cessories 


tests; aeronautic lighting; units, sym- 
bols and abbreviations; and equiva- 


conversion factors. 


and 


lents 


NAVY ONCE-OVER—Admiral Henry A. 
Wiley and factory manager W. R. Coley 
of Leeds & Northrup Co., Philadelphia, 
pause for a word with one of the com- 
pany’s girl workers during the recent 
presentation of the Army-Navy “E” award 
to the firm. President C. S. Redding and 
spokesman for company employee groups 
p'edged continued increase in output 
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The new standard, which 
veloped under the leadership of the 
Illuminating Engineering Society. con- 
tains tables on relative luminosity 
factors; wave length units; relative 
erythemal factors; distribution coefh- 
cients for equal energy stimulus; rela- 
tive magnitudes of units of illumina- 
tion, and relative magnitudes of units 
of brightness. 


was de- 


Induction Heating 
Ups Tinplate Output 


To save dwindling supplies of war- 
scarce tin, high-frequency induction 
heating is now being used to produce a 
smooth, shiny, corrosion-resisting finish 
on tinplate, urgently needed to protect 
the rations of the armed services. 

The first commercial installation is 
now producing about 60 tons a day of 
14-in. strip—a substantial increase over 
the old rate. The new high-frequency 
method was developed by Westinghouse 
research engineers as an answer to the 
problem of boosting output and using 
a minimum of tin. It was designed as 
the final step in making electrolytic 
tinplate, a process which uses only one: 
third as much tin as the system of dip- 
ping steel sheets into tanks of molten 
metal. 

Present electrolytic lines operate at 
a speed of 500 feet per minute, but in 
the near future it is expected they will 
go up to 1,000 feet per minute. This 
new induction heating method of finish: 
ing the tinplate could easily match that 
speed, whereas gas furnaces operate al 
only 150 feet per minute and the hot 
oil treatment is extremely slow—abou! 
50 feet per minute. 

Key units creating the high-frequenc) 
tin-smoothing waves are vacuum tube 
oscillators, essentially the same as the 
transmitter of a radio station. Glenn E- 
Stoltz, manager of the metal working 
section of the Westinghouse eng ineering 
department, conceived the idea of usiNé 
radio waves to heat the tin coating '0@ 
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point where it would flow evenly over 
the steel foundation. Experimental 
work was carried out by R. M. Baker 
and M. P. Vore. 


Electrical Orders 
Total $965,119,984 


The value of new orders booked for 
electrical goods during the third quar- 
ter of 1942, as reported by 78 manu- 
facturers, amounted to $965,119,984, 
according to statistics released by the 
Bureau of Census, U. S. Department 
of Commerce. This compares’ with 
$1,057.954,.129 for the second quarter 
of 1942 and $629,027,540 for the third 
quarter of 1941. 


Manufacturers Issue 
Earnings Reports 


Blaw-Knox Co. reports for the Sep- 
tember quarter profit of $309,496 be- 
fore charges of $183,751 applicable to 
the first six months of the year, com- 
pared with adjusted net profit of $443,- 
039 for the third quarter of 1941. Nine 
months profit amounted to $711,179 
after provision of $7,005,000 for federal 
income and excess profits taxes without 
giving effect to any reduction in taxes 
that may result from post-war excess 
profit tax credit, now estimated at 
$655,000 for period. This compares 
with profit of $1,282,067 for nine 
months of 1941. 


ConTINENTAL-DIAMOND FiprE—Including 
wholly owned domestic subsidiaries, nine 
months to September 30, net income, after 
$1,297,000 provision for federal taxes on 
income and $75,000 for contingencies, was 
$334,653, compared with $592,935 after $1,- 
054,500 provision for taxes and $75,000 for 
contingencies last year. 

Hoskins Manuracturtnc—Nine months 
to September 30, net profit, $327,440, after 
$682,730 provision for federal income and 
excess profits taxes. This is equal to 68 
cents a common share and compares with 
$450,870, or 94 cents a share, last year, 
when Federal tax provision was $459,095. 
_ McGraw Exectric—Twelve months to 
September 30, net profit, after $1,717,000 
Provision for federal and state income and 
tederal excess profits taxes, $954,143, equal 
to $2.01 each on 472,600 shares, against 
tevised net profit of $1,630,675, or $3.45 a 
share lor twelve months to September 30, 
1941, after $1,567,000 tax provision. 


Makes Sales Appointment 


Standa | Transformer Co., Warren, 
Ohio, ha announced the appointment 
of the John W. Clarke Co. as Chicago 
representatives, with headquarters at 
27 South LaSalle Street. 


Field Reports on Business 


Though sales of electrical equipment are leveling off, reports indicate they are 
well ahead of last year. Demand for construction material has eased, but 
maintenance material requirements are increasing steadily. Housing allot- 
ments are still being made on a large scale, with resultant activity in the 


wiring and lighting supply lines. 


NEW YORK 


WPB moved ahead with plans for con- 
trolling retail inventories last week. Meet- 
ings held in New York on November 17 
and 18 and in Chicago November 18 and 19 
outlined the tentative formula for deter- 
mining “normal” inventory and at the 
same time served notice that there is no 
need to liquidate stocks in any but normal 
fashion. “The order will reduce inflated 
inventories rather than force the liquidation 
of normal inventories,” Dr. Eaton V. W. 
Read, chairman of the inventory committee, 
said. 

Supporting evidence for the government 
action might be seen in the recent Dun 
& Bradstreet survey which showed store 
inventories had increased 23 percent for 
the year. Department stores with a 73 per- 
cent gain and furniture stores with 36 
percent led the parade; electrical appli- 
ance dealers’ inventories averaged 10 per- 
cent over the “41 figure. Big operators, the 
report said, had been piling up inventories 
spectacularly, while small retailers’ hold- 
ings were increased slightly or even de- 
pleted. 

In the meantime OPA predicted a de- 
cline in retail sales of about 20 percent 
for 1943 as a result of diminished supplies 
of goods and shrinkage in the number of 
retail outlets. That would bring the general 
sales volume to about the 1941 level. Dur- 
ing the week ended November 7 depart- 
ment store sales were up 20 percent over 
the corresponding 1941 week. 

Engineering construction volume for the 
week totaled $304,221,000, the fourth high- 
est weekly value ever reported by Engi- 
neering News-Record. The week’s total is 
134 percent above the volume for the corre- 
sponding 1941 week. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for small lots of electrical equip- 
ment continue to dominate the electrical 
market. The demand is well diversified 
and in recent bookings ranged from such 
items as more than $60,000 worth of intri- 
cate medical apparatus involving electrical 
control and measuring devices to a steady 
run on small motors by machine tool build- 
ers. Bids were placed on ten motor-driven 
geared-head lathes, on a group of special 
grinders and on a number of boring ma- 
chines by manufacturers in this area. 
Rhode Island plants are operating at peak 
capacity; one electric furnace manufacturer 
has been awarded a negotiated contract for 
additional heat-treating furnaces, and insu- 
lated wire and electric cable demands are 
strong, and plants are very active in this 
line. 

B. F. Sturtevant Co., Hyde Park, Mass., 
has received an order for about 500 cargo 
vessel fans from Consolidated Steel, Los An- 
geles; this manufacturer also negotiated 
a contract recently for supplying a large 
number of forced-draft blowers to the 
Navy. Simplex Wire & Cable Co., Cam- 
bridge, Mass., has added new machinery 
to its Latox department and has enlarged 
its testing department. 

A large amount of non-ferrous tubing has 
been purchased from Connecticut manufac- 
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turers. Quotations on about 400 electric 
water stills, fluorescent lighting units and 
rubber-covered copper wire have been sub- 
mitted. Wiring supplies for lighting and 
power for new temporary buildings are 
selling well and there is quite a little emer- 
gency pick-up business along this line. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Changing conditions, particularly in areas 
untouched by new government installations, 
are reflected in the lower section of the 
California Central Valley, where several 
wholesalers have cut their branches to stock 
warehouses or have liquidated them alto- 
gether. Large new government construction 
or additional awards include $4,000,000 for 
Marine Corps camp at Oceanside, Calif., 
$8,896,500 for further facilities at Haw- 
thorne, Nev., for naval ammunition base; 
$1,000,000 for tank and combat school in 
Tooele County, Utah; $3,000,000 for Army 
air force at Madras, Ore.; an army air 
base in Ada County, Idaho, and a 10,000 
men army encampment at Bend in central 
Oregon. Initial buildings for the Navy hos- 
pital at Pleasanton, Calif., produced a $20,- 
000 order for porcelain conduit boxes and 
fittings, and the entire construction, event- 
ually to cost $20,000,000, may be an all- 
porcelain wiring job. 

Recent bids and orders cover 187,000 Ib. 
copper trolley wire for extension of East 
Bay lines from Oakland to serve Kaiser’s 
Richmond shipyards, 5.000.000 ft. Tirex 
wire, a low Westinghouse bid for $60,030 
for six 15-kv. oil circuit breakers for Mead 
substation of Bonneville system and a 700- 
hp. motor, a 200-kva. substation, costing 
$90,000, and a group of twenty 150 to 200- 
kva. transformers, all for various types of 
industrials. 


CHICAGO 


Inquiry among manufacturers reveals 
sales of electrical equipment still well ahead 
of last year but recently leveling off con- 
siderably. The demand for production and 
maintenance items is steadily increasing, 
while operating and construction equip- 
ment has eased up. 

Sales by electrical wholesalers are down 
approximately 30 percent from a year ago. 
Dealers have sufficient stocks on hand to 
carry through the holiday season, but from 
there on durable goods merchandise will be 
extremely scarce. Some progress has been 
made in establishing service and repair 
business, but so far the shortages haven’t 
been sufficient to create the need. 

New construction, other than for war 
purposes, has fallen off to a mere trickle. 
However, with war housing projects on the 
increase and the large volume of industrial 
plant construction still in progress, the ma- 
jority of electrical contractors are very 
active. Some of the smaller ones have sus- 
pended for the duration. 

War orders awarded in this area in- 
creased sharply last week as 70 firms re- 
ceived 107 contracts. Orders for electrical 
equipment included Clements Manufactur- 
ing Co., 500 electric blowers; Schweitzer & 
Conrad, disconnect switches; W. M. Welch 
Manufacturing Co., ammeters. 


(1719) 19 







































































Pe ee ee ae a eo 
























































Utility Stocks Drop; Bonds Hold Firm 
yy, AG Ril, Oe an 


PRICE TRENDS CF 
FLFCTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 





1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 JFMAMJ J A S 0 N D 


1942 


Reflecting the trend of the general market, electric light and power stocks lost ground 
during the past week. “Electrical World” index dropped to 20.3 from 20.4 the previous 


week; last year, 20.8. 


Bonds held firm at 103.7; last year. 105.5 





Associated Files 
“Recap” Compromise 


Reorganization of the Associated Gas 
& Electric Co. (Ageco) and the Asso- 
ciated Gas & Electric Corp. (Agecorp) 
moved a step closer last week with the 
filing in federal district court of a com- 
promise proposal, designed to bring 
about a settlement of the involved liti- 
gation over the so-called “recap” plan, 
hitherto a major obstacle to the reor- 
ganization of the holding company con- 
cerns. It was asked that the proposal, 
presented by Willard L. Thorp and 
Denis J. Driscoll, trustees of Agecorp, 
and Stanley Clarke, trustee of Ageco, 
be referred to a special master to con- 
sider whether it should be approved as 
fair. Judge Vincent L. Leibell referred 
the plan to Frederick E. Crane, who has 
been acting as special master in the 
investigation for over a year. 

In the petition the trustees also state 
that they have agreed on a program for 
the formulation and submission, within 
the near future, of a reorganization 
plan, the consummation of which would 
terminate the reorganization proceed- 
ings which have been pending since 
March, 1940. It is the intention of the 
trustees to include the “recap” compro- 
mise proposal in the reorganization plan 
to be submitted by them. The reorgan- 
ization plan, it was indicated, would 
provide for a single top company to 
take over the assets of the two estates. 
Such a company would then be the 
vehicle through which an_ integration 
plan could be carried out under the 
Holding Company Act. 

The “recap” litigation is of key im- 
portance to the reorganization proceed- 
ings because, until it is concluded, the 
relative rights of the various classes of 
security holders and other claimants to 
the assets of the estates cannot be deter- 
mined. The litigation involves the valid- 
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ity of the 1933 plan of rearrangement 
and capitalization of Associated Gas & 
Electric Co. and also the validity of 
transactions preceding the “recap” plan 
between the company, the corporation 
and the predecessor companies of the 
latter. Actual result of the “recap” plan 
was that many security holders of Ageco 
exchanged their holdings for deben- 
tures of Agecorp, thus altering the re- 
lationship which had previously ex- 
isted among the various classes of se- 
curity holders of both company and 
corporation. The litigation, if con- 
cluded, would ultimately determine 
whether and to what extent such rela- 
tionships were effectively altered. 


National Granted 
Year's Extension 


Application of National Power & 
Light Co., an Electric Bond & Share 
subsidiary, for extension of another year 
in which to comply with dissolution 
orders handed down by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission under the 
corporate simplification clause of the 
Holding Company Act, has been 
granted by the commission. The original 
dissolution order was entered on August 
23, 1941 (Evecrrica, Wortp, August 
30, page 20), on the grounds that con- 
tinued existence of the company con- 
stituted “undue complexity in the hold- 
ing company system of Electric Bond & 
Share Co. and resulted in an unfair 
and inequitable distribution of voting 
power among the security holders of 
that system.” 

The commission’s approval of the 
years extension was conditioned on 
National’s filing amendments, within 
specified time limits, to the dissolution 
plan for “specific definition of the cor- 
rective measures proposed to achieve 
the objectives” of disposal of proper- 
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ties in the system. These include setting 
forth the extent and manner in which 
it is proposed that Birmingham EF |ectric 
Co., Carolina Power & Light Co.. Le. 
high Valley Transit Co. and Pennsyl. 
vania Power & Light shall: 

“(a) Restate their respective plant, 
surplus, capital and other accounts so 
as to segregate, dispose of or eliminate 
write-ups and intangibles in their re. 
spective plant accounts; (b) set up 
adequate reserves for depreciation of 
plant and property; (c) make such 
other accounting adjustments as may 
be deemed necessary to meet the re- 
quirements of the Act, and (d) revise 
and simplify their respective capital 
structures. ...” 

“In the instant proceeding,” the com- 
mission said, “it appears that on two 
counts at least some progress toward 
dissolution has been made. National 
Power & Light has retired substantially 
all of its debt and has acquired for 
cancellation a portion of its preferred 
stock.” 


Tri-City Sale 
to Coops Asked 


Tri-City Utilities Co., a subsidiary 
of Associated Gas & Electric Corp., 
has filed a declaration with the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission cover- 
ing a proposal to sell all its properties 
in the Ohio River Electric division to 
Meade County Rural Electric Coopera- 
tive Corp. and the Green River Rural 
Electric Coop. Corp. for an aggregate 
base price of $195,000. Tri-City said 
the properties were not physically con- 
nected or capable of interconnection 
with any other electric 
owned by the company or affiliated 
companies, and that the sale would be 
a step toward the ultimate disposition 
of the interest of Associated in_ its 
properties. 

Tri-City Utilities was formed to take 
over and dispose of the 
properties of the defunct Kentucky- 
Tennessee Light & Power Co. The re- 
mainder were sold to TVA. 


properties 


remaining 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1942 1941 
$1,752,682 $1,463,273 


*Arkansas Power & Light 
ae 7 1,039,118 786,436 


*Birmingham Electric 


*Carolina Power & Light 2,459,029 3,378,527 
*Community Public Service 507,968 580,036 
. tri wer Light and 

a oe ’ _... 7,926,067 6,470,836 
*Florida Power & Light..... 1,472,381 2 ns 
*Kansas Gas & Electric..... 1,173,373 556, 4 
*Minnesota Power & Light | 236,380 1 OAL 
*Montana Power and subs. 2,507,724 eS 
*Nebraska Power ......... 1,195,442 | Jaded 
*Pacific Lighting 6,839,799 6,427,819 
*Pennsylvania Power & Light 4,872,933 7 6 
*So. California Edison 10,929,085 |2,398., 


79.070 96,877 


*Superior Water, Lt. & Pwr. 1,380,39% 912,027 


*Texas Power & Light. 





*Twelve months ended September 30 
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New Army, Navy 
Power Chiefs 


Both the Army and Navy power sec- 
tions are operating under new chiefs. 
Major Robert Wardle, Jr., Coast Artil- 
lery Corps, is acting chief of the Army 
section and Lieut. B. H. Dahlstrom, 
U.S.N.R., is acting chief of the Navy 
unit. 

Major Wardle succeeds Lieut.-Col. 
Francis W. Crandall, former member 
of the National Defense Power Com- 
mittee staff in the Under-secretary of 
War’s office, who was promoted last 
week from major and transferred to 
the command and general staff school 
at Fort Leavenworth. Lieut. Dahlstrom 
succeeds Lieut.-Commander J. Warren 
McLaughlin, formerly with the Fed- 
eral Power Commission. 

Major Wardle formerly was with 
Georgia Power Co. Lieut. Dahlstrom 
came to the Navy from Public Service 
Corp. of New Jersey. 


Illinois lowa 
Hearing Postponed 


Hearing on the petition of North 
{merican Light & Power Co. asking 
dismissal of a claim for more than $20,- 
000,000 by its subsidiary, Illinois lowa 
Power Co., has been postponed from 
November 16 to November 30 by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 

Illinois lowa asks $6,000,000 damages 
for what it says were wrongful sales of 
securities to it by North A merican; 
$13.000.000 for alleged illegal dividend 
payments by Illinois Iowa to Illinois 
Traction Co., a wholly owned subsidiary 
of North American, and certain other 
amounts listed as excessive manage- 
ment fees paid to it by North American. 

Counsel for North American have 
already gone on record as questioning 
the jurisdiction of the SEC in such 
matters. 


Approve Associated 
Bond Purchase 


The SEC last week approved acquisi- 
tion by Associated Electric Co. of $2,- 
222,000 principal amount of its 4% 
percent bonds, due 1953, from Staten 
Island Edison Corp., an Associated Gas 
& Electric affiliate, for $955,460 in cash, 
plus accrued interest. In the same order 
the commission approved an advance by 
Staten island of $1,050,000 to its sub- 
sidiary Richmond Light & Railroad Co. 
to enable the latter to redeem, at the 
call price of 105, its entire issue of 
$1,000.00 collateral trust 4 percent, 
20-year gold bonds, due 1952. 
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Sales Opportunities 


MASSACHUSETTS—Salem Electric Light- 
ing Co., Salem, has taken out permit for 
addition to generating station, about 32 x 42 
ft. New England Power Service Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass., is consulting engineer. Work 
is scheduled to proceed at once. 


Texas—Dow Chemical Co., Inc., manu- 
facturer of industrial chemicals, magne- 
sium, etc., plans new plant for production 
for government, comprising several one and 
multi-story processing units. Power substa- 
tion facilities will be installed. Cost over 
$2,500,000, with financing by Defense Plant 


Corp. Work will be carried out soon. 


FLoripa—War Department has author- 
ized new air force base. Electrical equip- 
ment will be installed, including power 
substation facilities and distribution lines 
for airfield, industrial and residential serv- 
ice. Entire project will cost over $3,000,000, 
and will be supervised by U.S. District 
Engineer Office, Jacksonville. 


Iowa—Waterloo plans municipal airport 
with complete lighting installation, includ- 
ing underground conduit system. Bond 
issue of $450,000 has been approved by vot- 
ers for project. 


OrEGoN—Navy Department plans expan- 
sion in naval air base. Electrical equip- 
ment will be installed, with additional 
power substation facilities. Also will make 
extensions in two other air bases in Pacific 
Northwest. Entire project will cost about 


$5,500,000. 


NortH CAroLtina—National Carbon Co., 
30 East 42d Street, New York, N. Y., man- 
ufacturer of carbon and graphite products, 
dry batteries, etc., has taken over indus- 
trial plant formerly used for textile service, 
and will modernize and expand for new 
works for production for government. Cost 
over $500,000, with financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. 


ALABAMA—War Department has author- 
ized large supply depot, with complete elec- 
trical and mechanical-handling installation, 
including power substation facilities. Com- 
plete project will cost over $3,000,000 and 
will be supervised by U.S. District Engi- 
neer Office, Atlanta, Ga. 


Texas—U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Galveston, plans early call for bids for 
outdoor electrical distribution system for 
government development. Recent call for 
bids has been postponed (Specifications 
42-452). 


Itt1nois—Caterpillar Tractor Co., East 
Peoria, manufacturer of truck-type trac- 
tors, diesel engines, etc., plans expansion in 
a plant for production for government, with 
fund of about $400,000 authorized for ma- 
chinery, including electrical equipment. Fi- 
nancing by Defense Plant Corp. 


Towa—Interstate Power Co., Dubuque, 
plans installation of new  street-lighting 
system at Oelwein, including over 100 new 
poles, lights, etc., with feeder lines. Prior- 
ity is being secured from WPB. 


Iowa—Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
Washington, D. C., has authorized expan- 
sion in airport and will carry out work 
soon. Cost estimated about $900,000. 


Wasuincton—Department of Lighting, 
Seattle, will complete plans at early date 
for second step in construction of Ross 
dam, Skagit Power Development, including 
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dam construction, reservoir and other fa- 
cilities. Bids will be asked soon. Cost esti- 
mated $10,164,760, with additional federal 
grant secured of $1,864,750 to make up 
gross fund. Project has been given AA-4 
priority rating. 


Loutstana—Copolymer Corp., care of A. 
L. Freedlander, president, Dayton Rubber 
Mfg. Co., Dayton, Ohio, recently organ- 
ized by Mr. Freedlander and associates, 
plans new plant for production of syn- 
thetic rubber. Electric equipment, with 
power substation facilities will be installed. 
Cost reported over $1,000,000. 


Kentucky—-War Department has ap- 
proved plans for new air force base. Com- 
plete electrical equipment will be installed 
for airfield, industrial and residential serv- 
ice, with power substation and distribu- 
tion facilities. Complete development will 
cost in excess of $2,000,000, and will be 
supervised by U.S. District Engineer Of- 
fice, Louisville. Work scheduled to begin 
soon. 


WasHINGTON—Water Department, Van- 
couver, Willis Van Atta, water superin- 
tendent, plans installation of motor-driven 
pumping machinery and controls in con- 
nection with waterworks expansion. 


Texas—Continental Motors Corp., 12801 
East Jefferson Street, Detroit, Mich., man- 
ufacturer of aircraft engines and parts, 
plans plant expansion for production for 
government, with additional machinery and 
electrical facilities. Cost over $600,000, 
with financing by Defense Plant Corp. 


Orecon—Shofner Iron & Steel Co., 2770 
N.W. Yeon Street, Portland, plans new 
plant. Cost about $1,250,000, with machin- 
ery, including electrical equipment. Power 
substation facilities are planned. Financing 
by Defense Plant Corp. 


Lourisiana—Civil Aeronautics Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D. C., plans expansion 
in airport. Entire project will cost close 


Wisconstn—Madison Gas & Electric Co., 
Madison, has approved plans for extending 
and remodeling steam department at gen- 
erating station, including installation of 
equipment. Work will be carried out at 
once. Mead, Ward & Hunt, 550 State Street, 
Madison, are consulting engineers. 


Orecon—-War Department has author- 
ized new military engineering training cen- 
ter. Electrical equipment will be installed, 
with power substation facilities and distri- 
bution system. Entire project will cost 
in excess of $4,000,000 and will be super- 


vised by U.S. District Engineer Office, 
Portland. 
CatirorniA—Henry J. Kaiser Co., La- 


tham Square Bldg., San Francisco, plans 
addition to steel mill, now in course of 
erection, with new units to include struc- 
tural mill, merchant bar mill and other 
structures. Power plant will be increased. 
Motor-generator sets, controls, switchgear 
and other electrical equipment will be in- 
stalled. Entire project will cost about $26,- 
000,000. Financing through Defense Plant 
Corp. 


CaLirorniA—Vultee Aircraft, Inc., Vul- 
tee Field, Downey, plans expansion in a 
plant, estimated to cost in excess of $350,- 
000 for machinery installation, including 
electrical equipment. Financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. 
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Controller 


Controller for protection against elec- 
trical breakdown on high-voltage circuits 
was designed primarily for use on protec- 


Type CR7841F Novalux C 


with 15 ust for Se h constant 


rrent transformers energized ron Jistrit 


S. General Elec- 


tion systems uf 


tric Co., Schenecta 


tive lighting circuits served from distribu- 
tion systems operating at voltages up to 


7.620/13.200 Y. Unit has 15-kv. insulation, 


as specified by A.S.A. insulation standards 
for transformers, regulators or reactors. 


Solderless Fittings 


Developed because of the stringency in 
copper and the resultant adaptation of 
multiple cables for conductor use, new line 
of solderless fittings includes tees, straight 
connectors, lugs and strain clamps. 


a 
t 


use with three 

ecting to a flat-bar type 
nal. Delta-Star Electric Co., 
reet, Chicago 


tree 
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Temporary Crossarm 


Lightweight device for holding distribu- 
tion lines above a crossarm while the arm 
is being changed may be lifted up, by hand 
line, between the phases to the position 
desired for mounting on the pole. The arms 
swing up and lock in an upright position 
and. while a saddle clamp secures the tool 
to the pole at the bottom, a rope ties it in 
place above. When arms are lowered, vari- 
ous phase wires may be lifted by hot line 
tools into the hooks provided. 


cpp nannies 
l. | & 
VV V 


Fo} 
Care Y 
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orary Distribution Cross Arm; 

be used on voltages up to 4 kv. and 

for changing either four-or six-pin arms. 

A. B. Chance Co., Utilities Division, Cen 
tralia, Mo. 


Flow Transmitter 


style H"’ transmitter, for use with standard 


electric meter receiving units. De- 


differentials of 2, 4, 6, 8, or 10 


hes of water. Cochrane Corporation, 17th 
Allegheny Avenues, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Designed specifically for the measure- 
ment of low static pressure gases where low 
differential and resultant low permanent 
pressure loss are of prime importance. 
Easily accessible transmitter interior per- 
mits quick and thorough cleaning of all 
parts. Sealing oil level can be quickly 
checked through the filling plug without re- 
moval of the top cover. Mounting bracket 
may be used in either floor or wall mount- 
ing of the unit. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hili’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 


manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 


LL 
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Relay 


Synchromatic field application relay for 
synchronous motor control consists of two 
elements, speed responsive (a current re 


"Type STA" synchromatic relay f field 
application, designed for panel mounting or 
modern dead-front, metal-inclosed swing- 
door structure. Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. 
Co., Dept. 7-N-20, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


lay) and time responsive (a rotary drum 
switch). Both elements are simply designed 
and rugged. Device has automatic pull-out 
protection. 


Rolling Door 


Kinnear wood rolling door Jesigned for 
operation manually, by chain and reduction 
gearing or by motor. Sizes to order. Kinnear 
Mfg. Co., Columbus, Ohio. 


Upward-acting rolling door is made of 
wooden slats suitably shaped to permit easy 
articulation, jointed together by means of 
metal tapes or cables. It coils overhead on 
a barrel and travels in heavily constructed 
wood guides. Helical springs assure perfect 
counter-balancing and bearings are pro- 
vided at the points where the curtain enters 
the guides. 


Actuator Mechanism 


Actuator mechanism, originally used as 
a throttle-warning switch for aircraft, ac- 
cepts any type 2 Micro switch and offers 
mechanical protection with less addition of 
volume and weight than is necessary for 
complete metal inclosure. Operating lever 
provides an overtravel of }-in. beyond the 
point of switch-snap with a positive and 
well-maintained point of operation. The 
lever at the operating end is +4-in. wide 
and shaped to slide easily over operating 
cam or dog. 


ay be 


"Actuator Type T;"' weighs 2 ounces Sitch 


mounted singly or in a gang. Micro 
Corp., Freeport, Ill. 
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